Pain management.
Pain is a common problem encountered among elderly people in subacute and long-term care facilities. Pain often is underestimated and undertreated in these settings. Most pain problems can be improved by careful assessment and careful use of analgesic drugs and nondrug strategies. Subacute care and other long-term care facilities often present unique challenges to pain management. Clinicians who care for patients in these settings must help to establish a plan of care that is reasonable for the given resources and skills often available in these settings. Clinicians have an obligation to improve comfort and dignity for these patients, especially those near the end of life.